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FRANKLIN
          GOTHIC

Designed in 1902
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Morris Fuller Benton

Jacob Graham-Dobrowolny

I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  D E S I G N E R

Benton was born in November 30, 1872, straight into the type business. His 
father, Linn Boyd Benton, was a type-founder and the inventor of the matrix-cutting 
machine, which revolutionised printing.
The son graduated as a mechanical engineer from Cornell and went to work with 
his father in the newly established type design department of the American Type 
Founders company, who later headed the design department for the American 
Type Founders.

 He went on to become the most prolific designer in America, producing more than 
200 types of great           diversity. These include Cloister Old Style, Franklin Gothic, 
Bulmer, and Century Schoolbook. He became known for his humorous novelty de-
signs such as Hobo, Stymie, and Broadway. Benton is also accredited with creating 
some order out of chaos in the typographical world, by establishing the concept of 
dividing up      typefaces or fonts into families. He was also responsible for some of 
the most 
successful revivals in typographic history when he interpreted the Bodoni and 
Garamond typefaces.

He died on June 30th,1948, aged 75, leaving behind a legacy as the most extraor-
dinary type designers in America.

The Franklin Gothic typeface is the primary influence for nearly all 
MoMA materials; it’s the basis of thier logo. It has also been used in 
high profile advertising campaigns such as ‘RISE’ campaign for Batman 
the Dark Knight Rises. In addition to that it was used as the font on the 
Lady Gaga album, The Fame Monster. The font is also frequently used 
with in film, such as the opening sequence to Star Wars. 

               

Frankl in Gothic is a real ist  sans-serif  typeface, originated by Morris 
Ful ler Benton in 1902. “Gothic” was a contemporary term, meaning 
sans-serif .  I t  was init ial ly  designed for the intent and original use 
for newspaper headlines where space was l imited, and when there 
is a need for smooth power and simple authority and hierarchy.  I t 
was named af ter famous printer Benjamin Frankl in,  in his honour 
af ter his death.
Frankl in Gothic has an extra bold weight with a combination of 
subtle irregularit ies,  tapering of strokes near junctions, in i ts roman 
form. Frankl in Gothic has several  widths and weights including 
Frankl in Gothic book, medium, demi,  heavy,  condensed, and extra 
condensed. Frankl in Gothic can be dist inguished from other sans 
serif  typefaces, as i t  has a more tradit ional double-story g.  Other 
main dist inguishing characterist ics are the tai l  of  the Q and the ear 
of the g.  The tai l  of  the Q curls down from the bottom center of the 
letter-form in the book weight and shif ts sl ightly to the r ight in the 
bolder fonts.
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